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The friendship and international co-operation of
Jugoslavia were important to France. The defection
of Jugoslavia might mean the breakdown of her system
of alliances. It would prove expensive to offend the
strongest country in the Little Entente; it might cause
a paralysis of that combination of small powers.

But French policy, in 1935, was short-sighted and
confused. There was no clear realization of the Jugo-
slav domestic situation. Prince Paul was an unknown
quantity and the popularity of Jevtitch was over-
estimated. With the strong backing of France, Jev-
titch's position would have been unassailable. And he
was a loyal and honest statesman who would have
stuck by France. The dilatory action of France had
made Jevtitch's foreign policy seem weak-kneed. A
week after he returned from Geneva Jevtitch was made
prime minister. A general election followed and had
he brought real satisfaction to the wounded feelings of
the nation he must have swept the country. There
would have been no need to dragoon the voters. But
there was no longer a semblance of unanimity, Uzuno-
vitch had been dismissed and the Serbs had become
divided against themselves. Parliament,, when it met,
was turbulent and the premier7s position soon became
untenable. He had to resign and his place was taken
by Stoyadinovitch, who did not follow the French
tradition.

The new premier represented a complete break with
the past. He had no sentimental attachment to the
memory of Alexander, as the late King had kept him
out of office for nine years. Adroit, smart, tireless,
bound by no sentiment or prejudices, a fresh mind
faced the problems of international relationships* They
thought he could not ride the storm of Jugoslav politics,
but they were wrong.

Already when the first trial took place Stoyadinovitch
was in power. No one then knew which way he would
go or whether he would last. Thoughts of the late